Parent Update
Focus School Stoke Poges Campus
Week Ending: 23rd October 2015

Head’s Comment
It’s hard to believe we have reached the end of the first half term it seems to have arrived far
too quickly. The students have been a credit to themselves and it has been a privilege to be a
part of the school. Fernli Abernethie, Keira Gulley and Zenna Markham are our first students to
achieve the Bronze award for receiving 50 merits and should be very pleased with themselves.
Many other students are very close to achieving the award and we look forward to celebrating
their achievements in the very near future.

House Music
What a wonderful end to a
purposeful half term. Our
students have demonstrated
their musical talents and have
worked effectively and been
very supportive of each other.
What amazing team work and
a credit to the Community.

Winning Soloist – lower
school: Christiaan Ker
Winning Soloist – upper
school: Elliot Robertson
Winners for Ensemble: Ascot
Winners for Unison: Henley
Winning Conductor: Harvey
Robertson

School Photos
School Photos will take place on the morning of Thursday 5th November. The
photographer will be taking a whole school group photo, a year group photo
and individual portraits. Can I please request perfect uniform for the day?
Girls should be wearing blue or maroon hairbands, scrunchies or hair
bows, navy or white, attached to slides/barrettes. Slides are not part of
the uniform policy and there should be no sparkly items of headwear. Sixth form boys need to ensure they
are wearing their tie. Thank you for your support in this.
Motivational awards event 6th November
I am pleased to announce Wendy Smith will be our guest of honour and a letter of invitation to this event is
attached to this update.
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Key Words for Literacy
After half term, we are introducing a subject specific focus on key words
that are essential to students’ vocabulary. Each week, I will send home a
selection of vocabulary that staff have identified as crucial to learning. I
will focus on one subject at a time, starting with the core subjects and
extending out to the others later in the term. At the end of the process,
all students should have a bank of vocabulary for all subjects that they
can refer to. Those in KS4 and 5, will have the opportunity to review work
introduced lower down the school and those in KS3, will have the
opportunity to look ahead at what is coming. Hopefully, students will be
able to spell the words, understand what they mean, and use them in their homework and class lessons. As
a parent, you will be able to support your son or daughter by going through some of the vocabulary with
them. If you collate all of the words over time, you will have a record of essential vocabulary for all of the
subjects.
Some subjects have been specific as to which year groups the vocabulary is meant for, while others have
given generic vocabulary applicable to all year groups. I will give guidance each time the new vocabulary is
shared with you. I hope you find this helpful and will give you an opportunity to support your son or
daughter with their learning here at Stoke Poges Campus. Sue Dickinson

Student of the week.
Lower School: Adina Robertson for her dedication to write articles for the newsletter and Parklife.
Upper School: Aquila Markham for commitment to House Music and Gymnastics

Future dates for the diary




UK Senior Maths Challenge – 5th November 2015
Prize giving/ Motivational Awards Event – 6th November 2015 (parents are invited to attend)
Launch of the ‘Young Enterprise Challenge’ - Tuesday 10th November

Wishing you a warm and happy half term with your family and friends.

Sarah Hutt
Headteacher

